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January 4, 2010
Join A Member Roundtable

The NJBMDA is hosting member meetings through January and February to receive direct feedback from dealers for our programs, member benefits and future direction. Join fellow dealers in your area, NJBMDA officers and board members for drinks and dinner and tell us how we may better serve you. 

The major topics of discussion will be on the economy and green building. We need to know what you’re thinking. Will the housing market finally recover in 2010? Are you getting questions from contractors and architects on "green building compliance”? What should your association be doing to help dealers? So, come on out and meet with your fellow dealers for some good food and conversation.

Dinners – all from 6-9 p.m. – are scheduled for January 28 at La Griglia in Kenilworth, February 2 at the Ram’s Head Inn in Absecon, February 9 at the Maywood Inn in Maywood and February 18 at Erini’s in West Trenton.

Quarterly Newsletter is Out
The NJBMDA newsletter for Winter 2010 is being mailed this week. If you do not receive your copy in the next few days, please call the Association office at 908-359-1184. The newsletter is also posted on the Association’s website, www.njbmda.org.
Construction Materials Prices Poised to Climb

Prices of key construction materials like diesel, copper and brass mill shapes are likely to increase in the coming months and foreshadow future increases in construction costs, the Associated General Contractors of America, in Washington, D.C., announced.

The association made that observation on the basis of new federal data released showing sharp increases in the prices of those materials, contained in the November producer price index report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. They provide “the strongest indication yet that construction prices are heading up,” the association said.

“Prices for many materials have stopped falling and are poised for increases,” said Ken Simonson, the association’s chief economist. 

Simonson said the producer price index for inputs to construction industries, a weighted average of all materials used by contractors, had fallen 2.3 percent over the past 12 months — but was flat over the last three months, and rose 0.6 percent from October to November alone.
Dealers Decry Senate Health Bill Forcing Coverage at Small Firms

Builder groups including the NLBMDA, are urging members of Congress to protest a little-noticed amendment to the Senate's health care bill that requires construction industry employers with as few as five employees to provide health insurance to their workers starting in 2014.

The amendment, which NLBMDA said was added in mid-December to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid's package of changes, revises a section of the bill that exempts employers with under small employers from having to provide coverage. The exemption previously applied to companies with as many as 50 employees.

On the Lighter Side…


“A New Year's resolution is something that goes in one year and out the other.” - Anonymous









