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     January 11, 2010
Winter Roundtables are Here

Are you scheduled to attend one of the Association member meetings in January and February?  Tell us what you think about our programs, member benefits and future direction. Join fellow dealers in your area, NJBMDA officers and board members for drinks and dinner.
The events – all from 6-9 p.m. – are scheduled for January 28 at La Griglia in Kenilworth, February 2 at the Ram’s Head Inn in Absecon, February 9 at the Maywood Inn in Maywood and February 18 at Erini’s in West Trenton.

Garden State Millwork Earns Forest Stewardship Council Certification

Garden State Millwork (GSM) announced it recently earned certification from the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) for chain-of-custody distribution of FSC certified products from Kolbe Windows & Doors.  This certification allows GSM and Kolbe to provide windows and doors to the local market that meet the specifications for wood products from sustainable and well-managed forests.  FSC certified products can contribute to a project’s ability to meet LEED, GBI, and other green building programs.

GSM is a wholesale distributor of Kolbe Windows & Doors and Windsor Windows & Doors in the NY metro area.  
More Greenbacks for Green Homes in NJ

The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities said homeowners in the state investing in energy-saving improvements could now get a cash incentive of up to $10,000 and an interest-free loan under its Home Performance with Energy Star program. The earlier regime gave homeowners the option of receiving up to $5,000 cash back or a low-interest loan, depending on their estimated heating savings.
The incentives are available to homeowners who install additional air sealing measures and improvements, such as insulation, high-efficiency heating and cooling equipment, besides specified appliances and lighting, the BPU said.

They are now available also to customers who use oil and propane as heating fuel and to customers of 10 municipal electric utilities. Those customers were previously ineligible because they do not contribute a fee that funds the state’s clean energy program.
World’s Most Famous Tree to Become Building Material for Habitat for Humanity

The Christmas tree that stood tall in Rockefeller Center this year is making a complete circle. The tree came from Easton Connecticut, and will now return to the state to be used as lumber for a Habitat for Humanity home. 

The tree is a centerpiece for New York City during the holiday season, drawing 700,000 visitors to admire it. The tree was hauled to New Jersey to be cut into chunks.  A portable lumber mill was brought in turn chunks of the 76-foot trunk of the tree, a Norway spruce, into lumber, which will be freighted to Connecticut to be used to build the walls in a Habitat for Humanity home in Stamford.
On the Lighter Side

"Sarah Palin has just signed with Fox News. So, now they're fair and unbalanced."    – Jay Leno









