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          March 23, 2009
NJBMDA Bids Farewell to a Friend

David Alan Guss, the immediate past president of the New Jersey Building Materials Dealers Association, was laid to rest on Friday in Paramus.
David was remembered by his fellow association members as committed to the industry and to the many friends he made through the NJBMDA, the Northern Jersey Reserve Supply Co. and the Bergen Club. David loved his family most of all and worked every day to be a better son, father, husband, brother and friend to the many people he loved.

“I’ve known David for 40 years, and I can say that he was always a gentleman, always a class act and always a friend to everyone,” said Kevin Behnke of Paramus Building & Supply Co. “He had a lot of friends in this industry and will be sorely missed.”

David was a graduate of Ramapo College and president of North Jersey Lumber & Millwork in Bergenfield, where he learned the industry from a young age from his father and mother, Harold and Ann. It was clear that David enjoyed the friends he made through the business, as he always looked for ways to get involved and take leadership roles.

Rick Alampi, executive director of NJBMDA, said David had a strong commitment to the association, even when he was battling an illness that ultimately took his life. 

“David completed a two-year term as association president in the fall,” Alampi said. “Even though he was sick, he remained interested and engaged in serving his fellow lumbermen and working to advance the industry. David will be remembered for his unwavering commitment to his industry and to the many friends he made here.”

Richard Schumann, general manager of Northern Jersey Reserve Supply Co., said the Guss family has been a mainstay in the building materials industry for more years than anyone can recall. The company was founded in 1933, and joined the reserve in 1952. By the time David was old enough to work, he was active in the industry.

Schumann said that David served on the reserve’s Board of Directors since 1991, and served as president from 2001-05.  “He was a loyal member of the reserve and a good friend,” Schumann said. “Since I took over this job in 2001, he was very supportive and did whatever he could to assist me.”

“David was like many of the people you meet in the lumber business; he really enjoyed the business and the people he associated with,” Schumann added. “There’s a lot of camaraderie over the years.”

Besides working, David was also an avid golf player and was a member at Haworth Country Club in Haworth. He also loved to travel.

David passed away at his home in Montvale, which he shared with his wife, Jennifer, and three children, Fred, Hannah and Sophie. He is survived by his parents, sisters Amy Guss and Janet Guss Darwich, brother-in-law Hani Darwich and nephew Jesse Darwich. David was pre-deceased by his sister Diane Guss.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to: The Footprints in the Sand Foundation/Guss Family at 100 Paragon Drive, Ste. 250, Montvale, NJ 07645. 
