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   January  12, 2009
Member Meetings Held Through January

The NJBMDA is hosting member meetings through January to receive direct feedback from dealers for our programs, member benefits and future direction. Join fellow dealers in your area, NJBMDA officers and board members for drinks and dinner and tell us how we may better serve you. 

The major topics of discussion will be on the economy and green building. We need to know what you’re thinking. Will the housing market sink further in 2009? Are you getting questions from contractors and architects on "green building compliance"? What should your association be doing to help dealers? So, come on out and meet with your fellow dealers for some food and conversation.

Dinners will be held January 15 at Ram's Head Inn in Absecon, January 27 at Erini’s in West Trenton and January 29 at Maywood Inn in Maywood. The first dinner was held January 8 at the Spanish Tavern in Mountainside.
Local Politicians Push for Rail Tunnel Funding, Local Jobs

Fourteen New Jersey and New York lawmakers have petitioned President-elect Barack Obama and congressional leaders to fund the construction of a Hudson River rail tunnel as part of the federal stimulus bill that lawmakers in Washington are preparing.
In a letter sent this week, the local politicians said the project would create an estimated 6,000 jobs every year between now and 2017, its scheduled completion date. Governors Jon Corzine and David Paterson say they have $5.7 billion in funding for the project from non-federal sources. They are looking for an additional $3 billion from the stimulus bill.
Collections Begin for Family Leave Act

The dreaded Family Leave Act moved forward January 1, when the state started collecting payroll deductions to fund the program that goes into effect July 1.
The law, passed in May, gives New Jersey workers who want to leave their jobs for up to six weeks to either bond with a newborn or take care of a sick relative a weekly check equal to two-thirds of their income, up to $546. That's the same amount an employee can get under the state's temporary disability program.

The maximum weekly unemployment insurance check in 2009 will be $584. The payroll deduction is .09 percent of an employee's gross income. For example, a worker with an annual salary of $50,000 will have 86 cents more taken out of a weekly paycheck or, $45 a year. The state and federal family leave laws only apply to businesses with 50 or more employees.

Did You Know?

In Trenton, it is illegal to eat pickles on a Sunday 

