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     October 12, 2009
Have You Registered Yet for the Association’s 125th-annual Meeting on Nov. 18?
Members should click on the “upcoming events” tab at www.NJBMDA.org to easily register for the 125th Annual Meeting, scheduled for November 18 at the East Brunswick Hilton.

This year’s unique format will combine the Management Roundtable and Annual Meeting. The merging of the meetings was designed to control costs and respects the limited time of our members. Additionally, in order to control costs to members, the meeting will feature a reception only (no dinner). The cost is $30 per member.

The Management Roundtable will again feature Jeff Otteau, founder and president of the Otteau Valuation Group, who will present a comprehensive overview of the structural forces shaping the New Jersey housing market. Following Jeff’s presentation, Mark LaLiberte, Building Knowledge, Inc., will present “The Quarter Century Perspective; a Lighter Glance At This Evolving Industry.”

Agency Provides Guidance on Handling PCBs in Caulk
EPA has announced a series of steps that building owners and school administrators should take to reduce exposure to PCBs that may be found in caulk in many buildings constructed or renovated between 1950 and 1978.

The agency is also conducting new research to better understand the risks posed by caulk containing PCBs. PCBs can affect the immune system, reproductive system, nervous system and endocrine system and are potentially cancer-causing if they build up in the body over long periods of time. 

 “We’re concerned about the potential risks associated with exposure to these PCBs and we’re recommending practical, common-sense steps to reduce this exposure as we improve our understanding of the science,” said EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson. 

The agency has created a Web site, www.epa.gov/pcbsincaulk, with updated information on this issue. Questions? Call an EPA hotline at 1-888-835-5372. 

Read Your Purchase Orders on Pennsylvania Jobs!

A Pennsylvania law that went into effect October 10 allows up-front waivers of lien rights from contractors and subcontractors on “residential properties” - even before any work is done or as a condition of the contract. 

In 2007, the Legislature decided that such advance waivers were unenforceable and against public policy, but allowed certain, limited exceptions for residential projects. With the 2009 changes, the Legislature has “taken a step back” and will allow advance lien waivers on “residential property.”
The 2009 changes also removed the $1,000,000 limitation on the residential exception.

On the Lighter Side
“David Letterman is a very attractive man.”
- Martha Stewart









